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The 2012 Survey on Usage of Information Terminals by College Students as
Ubiquitous Learning Environment

Hiroshi FURUKAWA
Faculty of Engineering, Information and Systems, University of Tsukuba

Abstract: Our research theme focuses on the development of learning methods and content that is appropriate for
mobile learning, especially the development of English language skills of Japanese college students. A survey was
conducted to acquire general understanding for development, which pertained to the usage of information
terminals by college students (i.e., usage of mobile phones, smartphones, smart tablets, and PCs). Student
acceptance of mobile learning was also investigated through the survey. The following results were obtained. A
little more than 80% of students are able to use smartphones or tablets, and 98 % can use PCs. While a little more
than 80% want to make use of mobile learning, a little less than 20% responded negatively because of the
limitations of mobile terminals or their unsuitableness as a learning environment. A little more than 80% were
affirmative and positive in using mobile terminals for English-language learning. It was also confirmed that the
positive feelings students displayed towards mobile learning for English learning was correlated with the
abundance of knowledge about their use of mobile terminals and with the sufficiency of the teacher’s instructions.
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